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Public Information

Handout F-41

In order to ensure a safe and enjoyable time for 

all at your event, the Bellevue Fire Department 

will require the following conditions for a 

temporary tent or membrane structure:

Compliance with all applicable provisions of 

the International Fire Code (IFC), is required. 

Depending on the size and type of the event, 

additional conditions not listed below may be 

required.

Access – Tents or membrane structures shall 

be maintained for all tents and membrane 

structures. Tents or membrane structures 

shall not be located within 20 feet of lot lines, 

buildings, other tents, membrane structures, 

parked vehicles, or combustion engines.

Exception: Separation distance between 

tents and membrane structures not used for 

cooking, is not required when the aggregate 

Bracing – Tents or membrane structures and 

their appurtenances shall be adequately roped, 

braced and anchored to withstand the elements 

of weather and prevent against collapsing.

Flame Resistance – Tents or membrane 

structures and their appurtenances, sidewalls, 

drops, tarpaulins, and combustible decorative 

retardant material in an approved manner. (See 

membrane structures shall have a permanent 

fabric or material type.

Smoking – Smoking shall not be permitted in 

Smoking” signs shall be conspicuously posted.

Exits – Exits shall not be obstructed in any 

manner. Guy wire and support ropes shall not 

cross a means of egress at a height of less 

than 8 feet. Exits shall be clearly marked with 

approved exit signs when the exit serves an 

of means of egress shall be kept clear and 

maintained in an approved manner.

Open Flames

or other cooking device or any other unapproved 

devices shall not be permitted inside or located 

within 20 feet of the tent or membrane structures 

while open to the public unless approved by the 

Cooking / Warming Devices – Tents or 

membrane structures where cooking is 

performed shall be separated from other tents or 

membrane structures by a minimum of 20 feet.

Exception: Cooking or heating of food in tents 

without sidewalls or drops may be allowed at 

reduced separation distances when approved 

Cooking and heating equipment shall not be 

materials.

Fire Protection

travel distance. Each tent or membrane structure 

where cooking of food producing grease takes 

place shall also be equipped with a portable 



Combustible Materials

materials shall be kept away from exit travel and 

heat sources.

Electrical Cords – Extension cords shall be 

plugged directly into an approved receptacle 

shall be protected from physical damage and 

boxes are not permitted.

The rated electrical capacity of the appliance 

shall not exceed the rated capacity of the 

extension cord.

Flammable Gases 

be located outside. Safety release valves shall 

be pointed away from the tent or membrane 

structure. Portable containers with a capacity 

separation between the container and structure 

Exception: Portable containers not 

separated provided they are secured to 

prevent displacement.

Generators – Generators shall not be located 

within tents or membrane structures. Refueling, 

shall not occur within 20’ of tents or membrane 

structures. Fuel storage shall not be located 

structures.

Permit

is required for individual tents with sidewalls 

and membrane structures having an area in 

excess of 400 square feet or when combination 

some exceptions to the permit thresholds, 

please refer to the International Fire Code for 

Inspection

is required prior to use of tent, or membrane 

structure before the event can begin. Contact 

Tent exceeding 

400 square feet

Combination of open sided 

tents 700 square feet or less
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Portable Fire Extinguishers 
Location

Public Information

Handout 

The City of Bellevue Fire Department requires 

 (except R-2 Occupancies – 

is in the 

lubricants, and manufacturer’s recommended 

In addition to annual maintenance 

year hydrostatic test is required 

Should you have any questions, please feel free 
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Public Information

Handout F-68

Mobile food vendors have all of the potential 

Location:
Do not obstruct.

Fire Safety Basics: Fire Prevention
• 

truck.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



•  Use 

•  Train at least 

•  Designate one 

For any questions regarding mobile food 

vending, please call 425-452-6872.
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